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Through the eyes of Luis Ruiz, delve into this illustrated chronicle of his wanderings 
across one of the most visited and important architectural and landscape settings 
in the world. Find out which are the best views — traditional and alternative —, 
the sites that become wedding scenes, the overwhelming tourist landmarks, the 
changes in the landscape of La Alhambra throughout the day and across the 
seasons, the humble quiet spots, and above all, the explosion of architecture, a 
work of genius and mixed cultural heritage, which the author unfolds masterfully 
through his magnificent drawings and illuminating words.  

Luis Ruiz Padrón is an architect, urban sketcher, and columnist for Diario SUR 
and La Opinión de Málaga, as well as founder of USK Málaga and correspondent 
for USK International. He is the author of a number of books among which stand 
out Málaga, cuaderno de viaje (2014) and Málaga, chorégraphie portuaire (2016).
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Copy-editing: Daniel Lacasta Fitzsimmons

All rights reserved. Any form of reproduction, distribution, public 
transmission or transformation of this work may only be undertaken with 
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The publisher makes no representation, express or implied, with regard to 
the accuracy of the information contained in this book and cannot accept 
any legal responsibility or liability of any errors or omissions that may be 
made.
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“The Moorish King rides up and down,
Through Granada’s royal town;
From Elvira’s gate to those
Of Bivarambla on he goes.”

	 A Mournful Ballad on the Siege  
	 and Conquest of Alhama

	 Translation by Lord Byron
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FOR AN EASTERN ANDALUSIAN LIKE MYSELF, THE ALHAMBRA IS 
NOT THE MYTHICALLY EXOTIC PILGRIMAGE DESTINATION ONE VISITS 
AT SOME POINT IN LIFE; IT IS SIMPLY THE FORTRESS THAT STANDS 
THERE, HIGH ON THE HILLTOP.
WELL, NOT QUITE SO SIMPLY. IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT WORDS 
SUCH AS ABENCERRAJES, LINDARAJA OR ARRAYANES, ARE 
FAMILIAR TERMS WHOSE MEANINGS WE NEED NOT LOOK UP 
IN ENCYCLOPAEDIAS AS THEY WERE IN THE VERSES OF THE 
ROMANCERO VIEJO, WHICH OUR GRANDMOTHERS READ TO US AS 
LULLABIES.
ALSO, THE ALHAMBRA IS A PLACE THAT WELCOMES A VAST NUMBER 
OF VISITORS FROM ALL ORIGINS, GIVING RISE TO MANY INTERESTING 
SITUATIONS. THIS CIRCUMSTANCE, ALONG WITH THE PASSAGE OF 
TIME, MEANS THAT OVER THE COURSE OF A DAY, AND OVER THE 
FOUR SEASONS OF A YEAR, THE PERCEPTION OF THE ALHAMBRA 
LANDSCAPE IS EVER-CHANGING, AS IS TO BE EXPECTED IN ALL 
LIVING THINGS.w
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THE FOLLOWING PAGES ARE NOT A GUIDE TO THE ALHAMBRA. 
NOR ARE THEY INTENDED AS AN ARCHITECTURE HANDBOOK — 
DESPITE THE AUTHOR BEING AN ARCHITECT —, BUT RATHER A 
SKETCHED CHRONICLE OF THE TOUR OF THE MONUMENT AND ITS 
SURROUNDINGS.
THE DRAWINGS IT CONTAINS TRY TO CAPTURE SOME OF THE MAGIC 
EVOKED BY THE NASRID ARCHITECTS, AS WELL AS SOME OF THE 
SURPRISES EXPERIENCED OVER SUCCESSIVE VISITS.
I WANDERED AROUND THE ALHAMBRA, SKETCHBOOK IN HAND, ON 
SEVERAL OCCASIONS BETWEEN JUNE 2016 AND JANUARY 2017. THIS 
IS THE RESULT OF THAT EXPERIENCE. IN ALMOST ALL CASES, THE 
SKETCHES WERE DONE ON LOCATION, HENCE THEIR IMPERFECTIONS 
AND THEIR GENUINENESS, OR AT LEAST SO I HOPE.

THE ALHAMBRA SEEN 
FROM THE ALBAICÍN
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THE BEST WAY OF REACHING THE ALHAMBRA IS CLIMBING THE HILL 
ON FOOT FROM THE CITY CENTRE, CROSSING THE PUERTA DE LAS 
GRANADAS (GATE OF POMEGRANATES), AT THE END OF THE STREET 
CALLED CUESTA DE GOMÉREZ. THE EFFORT IS WELL WORTH IT. THIS 
IS WHERE THE LUSH FOREST OF THE ALHAMBRA BEGINS, AND WHERE 
I CAN GET MY BREATH BACK NEXT TO THE MONUMENT TO WASHINGTON 
IRVING, IN THE SHADOW OF THE LARGE HORSE CHESTNUTS.
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AUTHOR OF THE FAMOUS 
TALES OF THE ALHAMBRA.

ROBIN  
(ERITHACUS RUBECULA)
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