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“The. Moorigh King rides up and Aown,
Througn Granasia’s royal town;

Prom EMira’s qate +o those

Of Bivarambla on he. qoes.”

A Mourvful allaAd on the. Siede.
and conquest of Alhama

Tranglation b}/ LorA Byrom
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For. AN EASTERN ANDALUSIAN LIKE MYSELF, THE ALHAMBRA |
NOT THE MYTHIZALLY EXOTlc ALGRIMAGE PESTINATION ONE VST
AT ¢OME POINT IN LIFE; [T |1& SIMPLY THE FORTRESS THAT STANDS
THERE, HIGH ON THE HILLTOP.

WELL, NOT QUITE 20 ¢IMPLY. (T 1& ALoO TRUE THAT WOorDS
SUH AS ABENCERRATES, LINDARATA OR ARRAYANES, ARE
FAMILIAR. TERMS WHOSE MEANINGS WE NEED NOT LOOkK UP

IN ENcYCLOPAEDIAS A THEY WERE IN THE VERSES OF THE
ROMANCERCO VIEJC, WHICH OUk. CGRANDMOTHERS READ TO Us AS
LULLABIES.

ALSO, THE ALHAMBRA 1& A PLACE THAT WELLOMES A VAST NUMBER
OF WSlToke PROM ALL ORIGINSG, GAING RISE TO MANY INTERESTING
SATUATIONS. THIS ARCUMSTANCE, ALONG WITH THE PASSAGE OF
TIME, MEANS THAT OVER THE cOURSE OF A DAY, AND OVER THE
Fouk. SEASONS OF A YEAR, THE PERCEFTION OF THE ALHAMBRA
LANDZCAPE |& EVER-CHANAING, A2 |& TO BE EXPECTED IN ALL
LIMNG THINGS.
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THE ALHAMBRA SEEN
FROM THE ALBAIZIN

THE FOLLOWING PAGCES ARE NOT A GUIDE TO THE ALHAMBRA.
NOR. ARE THEY INTENDED Ao AN ARCHTELTURE HANDBOOK —
PESATE THE AUTHOR BEING AN ARCHTELT —, BUT RATHER A
SKETLHEDY cHRONILLE OF THE Touk OF THE MONUMENT AND (T%
SURROUNDINGS.

THE PRAWINGS [T cONTAINSG TRY TO cAPTURE SOME OF THE MAGC
EVOKED BY THE NASRD ARCHITELTS, A2 WELL A SOME OF THE
SURPRISES EXPERIENCEDY OVER SUCCESSIVE US(TS.

| WANDERED AROUND THE ALHAMBRA, SkETHEOOK IN HAND, ON
SEVERAL OccASONS BETWEEN JIUNE 201 AND TANUARY z017. THIS
& THE RESULT OF THAT EXPERIENCE. IN ALMOST ALL cASES, THE
SKETCHES WERE DPONE ON LOCATION, HENCE THER IMPERPELTIONS
AND THEIR CENUINENESS, Ok AT LEAST <0 | HOPE.
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= THE BEST WAY OF REACHNG THE ALHAMBRA |& cLIMBING THE HILL

o) ON FOOT PROM THE. cITY ¢ENTRE, cROZSING THE PUERTA VE LAS

x CRANADAS (CATE OF POMEGRANATES), AT THE END OF THE STREET

3 CALLED cUESTA VE COMEREZ. THE EFFOKRT | WELL WORTH T. THIS

= 1o WHERE THE LUSH FOREST OF THE ALHAMBRA BEANS, ANV WHERE
| AN CET MY BREATH BACK NEXT TO THE MONUMENT TO WASHINGTON
IBMNG, IN THE SHADOW OF THE LARGE HORSE cHESTNUTS.
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